
 

 

 

 

Maroondah Education Coalition 
Newsletter Article No. 8 August 2010 

In 2010 the MEC is continuing to work collaboratively 
to improve the educational outcomes for all coalition 
students. The following schools form the Maroondah 
Education Coalition (MEC). 
Croydon Community School, Croydon SC,  
Heathmont College, Maroondah SC, Norwood SC, 
Parkwood SC and Ringwood SC. 
 
Term 3 Activities 
 

Youth Voice - Model United Nations Conference 
On August 18th, Year 9 and 10 students from 
Heathmont College, Croydon SC, Maroondah SC, 
Ringwood SC, Koonung SC, Buckley Park SC, 
Fountain Gate SC and Casey Grammar, participated in a 
Model United Nations conference at Heathmont 
College.  
 

This event, organised by the United Nations 
Association Australia and DEECD, aligned well to our 
2010 MEC Values project based on Global and 
Multicultural Citizenship, which has Youth Voice as a 
focus.  
 

Student teams represented the countries of Cambodia, 
Germany, Cuba, Chad, Afghanistan, Australia, 
Bangladesh, Spain, Fiji, Netherlands, Guatemala, 
Ethiopia, Colombia & others. 
 

The topic was ‘Refugees - Rights and Risks’, and 
conference delegates discussed and voted on the 
resolution, from their assigned country’s perspective, in 
order to address the growing issue of refugees from a 
political, environmental or economic perspective. The 
conference was conducted according to United Nations 
General Assembly protocols and procedures. 
 

It was evident from the students’ speeches that they had 
formed an understanding about the country they were 
representing and its position and treatment of refugees. 
 

The questions directed to country representatives were 
thoughtful and challenging and reflected students’ 
growing awareness of global issues related to the plight 
of refugees, particularly from countries affected by 
years of political unrest.  
 

Speakers related their assigned country’s views on 
refugees in a convincing manner despite having their 
own personal viewpoint and experiencing many 
confronting questions from other countries.   
 

During breaks students worked hard amending the 
resolution and lobbied delegates from at least two other 
countries to support their amendments. The conference 
concluded with the delegates voting on the changes to 
the initial resolution. 
 

Students who attended this conference have the 
opportunity to participate in the 2010 Schools’ State 
Constitutional Convention that will be held at 
Parliament House Melbourne on Monday, October 11. 
 

Lyn McGoldrick – MEC Lead Learner 

 
   85 students participated in the regional Model UN Convention 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Delegate speeches and questions at the UN Convention 

 

 

 

 

 

Delegate teams hard at work amending the resolution  

   


